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overreach the economic capacity of a colony to sustain it, should
external revenue be no longer obtainable.

Some colonial revenues could, of course, be increased to some
extent. In a number of colonies, only a start in direct taxa-
tion has as yet been made, and there are untapped sources of
revenue and classes of both alien and native people who should
be required to pay more for their privileges and security.
Nevertheless, it is broadly true that most colonies are very poor,
and cannot do much for themselves. "With their present limited
resources, the unpalatable fact may have to be faced that, because
of the limitations on British financial contributions and capacities,
some of the colonial peoples will have to be content for a time
with comparatively poor standards of living and remuneration in
order to sustain and develop the services they require. They will
have to tolerate for a time, many fundamental services that are
inferior and less adequate than those enjoyed in many parts of
Western Europe.

British aid and capital in any case are essential. Some local
Colonial Governments have done what they could in making a
beginning with the framework of public works and services
necessary for better social living. Others would have done
better. The social services everywhere are inadequate and
patchy, though much excellent work is being done. In some
respects British enterprise in the colonies looks less bold and
imaginative than the enterprise of some other colonial powers.
Capital from Britain has flowed only in a narrow stream com-
pared with the flow necessary to provide the public works and
economic and social developments essential. Also grants for
social development to improve standards and get reforms
working have been slender. The colonies are consequently con-
fronted in the emerging conditions of the modern world with
the need of desperately urgent services involving enormous
expenditure.

I do not propose to indicate these vast needs. Copious evi-
dence exists in published reports and governmental statements.
It is not only a matter of immediate expenditure on the varied